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From: https:/‘/www.e\'a-drw;com/blog/dehumidiﬁers/humiditv—the-difference-betwcen—absolute-relativemnd-speciﬁc/

Humidity
— The Difference Between Absolute, Relative, and Specific

Posted on February 25, 2011 by DeHughMidify

We’ve all heard of humidity. Plenty of homeowners have invested in dehumidifiers to prevent the damage it can
cause. Most people who live with humidity don’t enjoy it too much. And those who don’t live with it are
thankful for that fact! Humidity refers to how much water vapor is in the air. Generally, the more water vapor
there is, the more humid that area is. But did you know that there are different kinds of humidity? Absolute,
relative, and specific humidity are all terms that represent different aspects of humidity.

Absolute humidity

This term is used to describe the actual amount of water vapor that is saturating the air. Absolute humidity is
calculated by finding the mass of water vapor in an area and dividing it by the mass of air in the same area.

Relative humidity
* This is the type of humidity that meteorologists are typically referring to on their weather reports. Relative
humidity describes the amount of water vapor in the area as opposed to how much water vapor could be in the

area. This type of humidity is basically a ratio of the absolute humidity and the potential amount of water
saturation that the air could possibly hold.

Specific Humidity

This term is used as a ratio of the amount of water vapor in the air to the amount of dry air in the area.

No matter what name you call it by, humidity is a natural part of our climate that we have to adapt to. If we
don’t, then we’1l have to settle for being uncomfortably warm and sweaty. Luckily, we have dehumidifiers to
help us fight back against the damaging effects of moisture in the air.
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